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LegIt
Ready-to-Hunt pkg. 

Multiple colors.  
$449.99

339 State Route 339    Belpre, OH 45714

740.315.0090

TenPoint Nitro 505 ACUSlide, EVO-X Elite 
Camo Scope. Free soft case
and sling with every 
purchase.  $3,099.00 
Offer good as long as quantity lasts.

Free wrist sling w/purchase 
of any new Mathews-Hoyt-PSE bow.
Free shoulder sling with purchase of 

TenPoint-Wicked Ridge Crossbow.

IN STOCK ONLY

Ani-Logics in Stock!
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 Allen Burkett, from Moorefield, 
broke the channel catfish record 
last year and has the new weight 
record with this fish.  Allen was 
fishing on the shore with bluegill 
cut bait.  He landed this 37 1/2 
pound channel catfish at South 
Mill Creek Lake in Grant Coun-
ty.  He caught last years record in 
the same lake.
   Have a great fish pic from this 
year?  Look on page 38.

Aug/Sept 2023 ~ Page 3

Cover Photo



COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV
Complete Hookups
It’s Our 45th Year!
304-227-4219

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com

Specialized
Business
Insurance

Cindy Sartin landed a 15 lb., 12 
oz. walleye at Sutton Lake.
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Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm

Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

304-595-2699

CROSSBOWS
• EXCALIBER

• 10 POINT
• KILLER

  INSTINCT
• RAVIN

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP
COMPLETE BOW SERVCE

BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

Chelyan, WV

State Record Channel Catfish

Allen Burkett, from Moorefield, is shown with the state record catfish 
he landed last year.  He is on the cover this month with his new record.

  Gov. Jim Justice and the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources today announced the 
record-breaking catch, which 
weighed in at a massive 37.5 
pounds and measured 40.43 inch-
es. Burkett, who caught the fish on 
July 20 at South Mill Creek Lake 
in Grant County, set the previous 
record in June 2022. Burkett was 
fishing from the shore with blue-
gill cut-bait.
  The previous record channel 
catfish, also caught by Burkett at 
South Mill Creek, weighed 36.96 
pounds and was 40.59 inches 
long. Before then, West Virgin-
ia’s largest channel catfish record 

stood for 17 years.
  Both of Burkett’s record break-
ing catches were measured by 
WVDNR District Fishery Biolo-
gist Brandon Keplinger.
Editors Note:  It’s quite possible 
that this lake was stocked with 
channel catfish from the DNR 
many years ago and this second 
record fish probably grew at the 
same rate from that stocking.  
  It seemed to have happened at 
Mountwood Lake on tiger musk-
ies.  Two state records were land-
ed within two weeks in 1994.  
Both fish were probably stocked 
at the same time.
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Visit Online For More Details • www.adkinsfamilyrv.com
1350 Ripley Rd.  Ripley, WV  25271

I-77 N • EXIT 138 • RT 62 S • 304-372-1323

continue to page 7

Tyler Armstrong landed a 7 pound, 2 oz. largemouth bass at Stonewall 
Jackson Lake for big bass in an event on August 13th.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA. 
— The West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources announced 
today that 30 lucky anglers have 
won prizes as part of this year’s 
West Virginia Gold Rush give-
away.
  The Gold Rush, which returned 
for its sixth year on March 28, 
included 12 days of stockings 
at 68 lakes and streams around 
the state. During the event, the 
WVDNR stocked 50,000 golden 
rainbow trout, 100 of which had 
a numbered tag that could be en-
tered to win a prize.
  “As we celebrate another suc-
cessful year of the West Virginia 
Gold Rush, I want to congratulate 
all of the lucky anglers who won 
in this year’s giveaway and thank 
everyone who participated in this 
incredible event,” said WVD-
NR Director Brett McMillion. 
“Events like the Gold Rush are 
one of the best ways we can attract 
new anglers to West Virginia and 
preserve the cherished outdoor 
traditions that make our state so 
special. We look forward to wel-

DNR Gold Rush Giveaway
coming even more individuals to 
experience the thrill of fishing in 
West Virginia’s abundant natural 
wonders in the years to come.”
  Anglers who caught a golden 
rainbow trout with a special tag 
could win a West Virginia lifetime 

fishing license, state park cabin 
stay, West Virginia State Parks 
gift card or WVDNR gift bag.
  “The success of the Gold Rush 
over the last six years underscores 
the value of our state as a premier 

continue to the next page



US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles • UTV • ATV
Service & Sales
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Ed Posey landed big bass with 
this almost 6 pound smallmouth 
bass on the Ohio River.

fishing destination in the United 
States and demonstrates that our 
investments in enhancing and 
preserving our natural resources 
creates opportunities that benefit 
everyone who loves our beauti-
ful state,” said West Virginia De-
partment of Commerce Secretary 
James Bailey. “I want to thank the 
WVDNR for their hard work pro-
moting our fishing resources and 
Gov. Justice for casting a grand 
vision that places our natural 
resources at the center of a sus-
tainable tourism industry that not 
only respects the natural beauty 
of West Virginia but drives eco-
nomic growth for generations to 
come.”
   A complete list of winners is 
provided below:

LIFETIME FISHING LICENSE
 

Amber Kincaid — Meadow 
Bridge, WV
Logan Hill — Marmet, WV
Christopher Swimm — Wayne, 
WV
Wayne Worth — Clarksburg, WV
Charles Everson — Belington, 
WV
WEST VIRGINIA STATE PARK 
STAY WINNERS
Brandon Swimm — Wayne, WV
Michael Szaller — War, WV
Robert Riggleman — Keyser, 
WV
Matthew Delauder — Birch Riv-
er, WV
Jerry Moyer — Singers Glen, VA
John McCullough — Cumber-
land, MD
Donald Weasenforth — Peters-
burg, WV
Gar Ketterman—Petersburg, WV
Matthew White — Elkview, WV

Marvin Bland — West Columbia, 
WV
WEST VIRGINIA STATE 
PARKS GIFT CARD WINNERS
David Ault — Springfield, WV
William Burns — Lewisburg, 
WV
Matthew Hall — Petersburg, WV
Timothy Taylor — Grafton, WV
Willard Whetzel — Keyser, WV
Jessie Hatfield — Gilbert, WV
Thomas Fillinger — Craigsville, 
WV
Larry Srout — Purgitsville, WV
Gage Jackson — Clarksburg, WV
Joshua Weasenforth — Moore-
field, WV
WVDNR GIFT BAG WINNERS
Brandon Mahoney — Mill Creek, 
WV
Arnold Adkins — Stuarts Draft, 
VA
Jack Scott — Paynesville, WV
Eric Cianelli — Wheeling, WV
Stanley Simmons — Upper Tract, 
WV
 All anglers 15 years and older are 
required to have a West Virginia 
fishing license and a valid form 
of identification while fishing. A 
trout stamp also is required when 
fishing for trout. 
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www.triggertimellc.com Find Us On Facebook
Trigger Time LLC

1-6x24
$1,14999

3-12x42
$949

4-16x42
$1,149

5-20x50
$1,449

5-30x56
$2,449

686 Arnoldsburg Rd., SPENCER, WV
Rt. 33 East - Located inside Farmer’s Friend

304-519-2510 Business • 304-588-4350 Cell
Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Cody, Wyoming

TRIGGER
 TIME LLC

Brought to you locally by

Spencer, WV

The Area’s Newest Full-Line Pro Stocking Dealer

• HUSKEMAW Optics • Shooting Accessories
• Long-Range Ri e Systems

View packages and details at www.longrangestore.com

Eliminate the guess—Make your shots accurate and ethical. 
Visit our store and let us show you these products.

Stop by... Shoulder a ri e... Look through a scope... Ask Questions...
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Long-Range Ri e Systems IN STOCK
Tested and proven — Ready to hunt

Tactical / DGR / Long-Range Ri es / Muzzleloaders / Shotguns
The most advanced ballistic-compensating scopes available.

Equipped with Rapid Field ballistic compensator and wind-compensating reticle. 

Hunter Elite Pkg.
300 Win Mag, 

5-20x50 Huskemaw Scope

Mountain Hunter Pkg.
6.5x284

5-20x50 Huskemaw Scope

Signature Series Pkg.
7mm Rem Mag

5-30x56 Huskemaw Scope

Signature Series 
Muzzleloader - .45 cal., 
Consistent 500+ yd. groups

Signature Series 
Shotgun

Consistent 300 yd. groups

LIFETIMEWARRANTY!
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Rifles • Handguns • Shotguns • Optics • Reloading • Supplies • Cleaning Supplies

Brands Include: Savage • Ruger • Weatherby • Jiminez
Browning • Sig-Sauer • H&K • Keltec • Colt

$1,49995 $2,49995$99995 $1,19995



Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lots Of Jigs
ACC Rods

Zoom & More
 Rods & Reels

Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
LIVE BAIT

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

PONTOON
RENTALS

LARGE
TACKLE

SELECTION

Team Bass Tournament

September 
9 & 10

$125 Entry - Covers Both Days  

$10 Daily Big Bass 
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall Classic
VANDALIA RAMP

7AM - 4PM Both Days
Mail In $20 To 

Hold Boat Number
Pay The CASH 

Balance At The Ramp
Mail to:  Bass Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Name______________________

Partner_____________________

One Phone #________________

Stonewall Classic ______

Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV

$1,000
Guaranteed

1st Place

  I 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

Mail
$20

ENTER NOW
• Hold Your Boat Number

Clip Out And Mail In - $2036 Boat Limit At Ramp

6 Fish Limit
Rules Given At Tournament

Alex Goff has a 4 lb., 15 oz. which 
helped his team win at Stonewall.

Justin Bunner caught a 5 lb., 14 
oz. largemouth at Stonewall.

Aaron Riffle hooked a 5 lb., 8 oz 
largemouth bass at Stonewall.

INFO: 304-482-7217
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Stop By Our Store 
OR Shop Online

With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You

www.doddsports.com
• BUY
• SELL 

• TRADE
• AMMO
• CLOTHING
• HANDGUNS 
• DEER BLINDS
• CUTLERY
• SCOPES
• HUNTING
• BOATING

• SAFES
• FISHING
• RELOADING
• ARCHERY 
• HANDGUNS
• LONG GUNS
• POWDER
• OPTICS

Weatherby • Christensen Arms
Ruger • Remington • Browning

Winchester • Glock • Taurus
Thompson Center • Springfield

And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

11-6 Mon-Fri
11-5 Sat

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

PISTOLS & RIFLES

CLOTHING

SCOPES

TACKLERODS-REELS

RELOADING

AMMO

ARCHERY
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OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfish & More

We Do Gun Transfers

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT
M-S 9am to 5pm  Sun 12 - 5PM

.

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

GUNS
AMMO
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires 
 Groceries - HardwareOver 49 Years 

In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

Matt Montgomery caught a large 
drum.  Sheephead up north...lol

We Will 
BUY  

Your Used Firearm

It’s 5:00 AM
  The spitting sound of a dollar 
store coffee maker is accompa-
nied by the faint whir of a trickle 
charger. I stumble into the chairs 
scattered around the dining table. 
A pre-packaged bowl of Frosted 
Mini Wheats smiles in my direc-
tion from across the table.  It’s no 
bacon and eggs but is welcome all 
the same. My girlfriend Tori skit-
ters past me to the bathroom. Un-
doubtedly performing her morn-
ing rituals. After a quick sacrifice 
to the teeth whitening God and a 
half cup of skin moisturizer later 
she returns.
“Where are we headed?” she asks.
  I can see she already knows the 
answer as her boat shoes fall be-
side her feet. 
“The Lake.” I all too proudly ex-
claim.
  It feels a little taboo to leave my 
waders hanging on the hook when 
I’m within a twenty mile radius 
of what I consider to be the best 
trout streams in West Virginia. 
That goes for catching Natives or 
fish fresh off the stock truck. 
  You heard that right. I do 
not discriminate. I FISH FOR 
STOCKED TROUT. 
  My list of gripes with these fish 
could go on for days. They are of-
ten slightly misshapen. Their fins 
are often tattered from bumping 
against their tank mates or from 
fin rot. They do not posses the 
coloration of their native coun-
terpart. The flesh has a white hue 
due to the feeding of commercial 

Stocked Trout 
Trolling For Suckers

By Brett Beckley

diets formulated for growth not 
diversity. They often outcompete 
their native/wild counterparts for 
the best habitat, however, none of 
these reasons are great enough for 
me to stop fishing for them. Under 
all that ugly (still kind of pretty) is 
a warm fish cake that is yet to take 
his final lap in peanut oil. 
  I’m sure the recipe would be 
content whether the trout be fresh 
off the truck or fresh out of the 

continue to the next page



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Crossbows

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5 am-8 pm Fr

8 am-8 pm Sat
Closed Sunday

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
Safe

Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

Ravin - Barnette
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ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com

Mark Gray landed a 5 lb. bass at a 
Stonewall Jackson event.

continue to the next page

mountain spring. It just wants 
fish. Set semantics aside. Whether 
stocked or not, one isn’t a lizard. 
I call both of them a trout. That 
said, I feel far less guilt stuffing 
my face knowing that I didn’t just 
wipe out the native 9” brook trout 
population in my favorite honey 
hole. I’ll let the wild ones stay 
that way. 
  The sun just began to warm up 
the sky. Still hidden behind the 
West Virginia hills.
  I added some coffee to my cup 
of cream and headed out the door 
with my fishing partner close in 
tow. 
The Lake 
   With my tires nestled in tall 
grass of the parking lot, I make 
my way back to the boat launch. 
Only a few other anglers head-
lamps dot the lake. The hills have 
been replaced by clouds as the 
sun peaks above the horizon still 
struggling to shine over the lake 
below. A familiar face illuminated 
by the shine from a phone screen 
makes his way in our direction. I 

could count on him being there. 
Essentially the inventory manager 
of the lake. Watching every boat 
and bank fisherman that goes past, 
along with their days catch. Not 
a boatsman himself, if I’m using 
the proper nomenclature, but a 
seasoned bank fisherman none the 
less. An outstretched hand reveals 
a picture of four quality brown 
trout he had caught from the lake 
the day before. 
  The rain forecasted for the pre-
vious days is finally starting to 
catch up and pre-wets my leader 
as I cinch down a White Miller 
Joe Fly on my spinning rod. It’s 
late May and spring trout stock-
ings are drawing to a close. In just 
a few short days the DNR will be-
gin stocking channel cats for fair 

weather folk. 
  I spent the day prior pacing 
the isles of the local tackle shop 
trying to find something new. I 
scanned the selection of spoons 
and in-line spinners as long as I 



Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans
Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Guns • Electronics • Tools • Archery • And More

Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

Chris Erskine reeled in a huge 
catfish.
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could stand. In my hand, I had the 
same four colors I had picked ev-
ery other time I visited the tack-
le store. White, brown, silver or 
black with a little color mixed in 
on the accents. My bias towards 
natural color patterns is highly 
prominent. Although a phrase 
like “Match the Hatch” is syn-
onymous with fly fishing, it can 
quietly creep its way into the the 
mind of a spin fisherman uncer-
tain in their choices. Seemingly, It 
makes sense to present fish with 
the closest imitation to their nat-
ural forage. I most often prefer 
my food to be void of any colors 
that look like yellow or pink high-
lighter, but I’m not a fish.
 I’ve been trying a new tactic at 

the tackle shop. I buy several 
lures I feel will be successful as 
well as one that I would never 
normally choose. On this specif-
ic day at the tackle shop, I found 
a Clown pattern Rapala Husky 
Jerk. I felt the lure was certainly 
oversized. The chartreuse and sil-
ver sides certainly demanded at-
tention. Why in the world would 
a finicky trout ever eat that? I had 
heard of guys having some suc-
cess trolling plugs for big trout 
but I couldn’t imagine a stocker 
going out of its way for a meal so 
foreign to a compressed pellet. I 
knew it could potentially induce 
a big bite from a smallmouth that 
cohabit the same lakes but I didn’t 
have much confidence in that ei-

ther. Begrudgingly, I flipped it 
into the shopping buggy beside 

continue to page 14
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Burns’ Bait & CarryoutBurns’ Bait & Carryout

Minnows
Shiners

LIVE BAIT

LIVE BAIT
• Worms - Minnows

• Fishing Tackle
• Hunting Equipment
• Beverages - Beer

• Food - Concessions
• CAMPGROUND

HUNT/FISH LICENSE
     GAME CHECK

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY
ELIZABETH, WV

304-275-4444
Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat 5am to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

Tackle

Case Knives

Guns
Ammo

THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

Mike Habeb hooked a big carp in 
his kayak on the South Branch. 

continue to the next page

 my trusted lures and headed for 
the checkout counter. 
   The wind was relaxed out on the 
water and made for easy trolling. 
Just enough blow to slap waves 
off the front of the flat bow of 
our 12’ Tracker Tadpole. Our rod 
tips rhythmically tapping as we 
trolled our trusted lures through 

the lake, targeting the upper half 
of a 10ft-15ft deep transition from 
the shallows to deep water. We 
meandered around the crooked 
lake keeping an eye on other fish-
erman to see if they were having 
any luck. Their luck the same as 
ours. None. That made it easy to 
blame our lack of success on the 

fish. I never had much luck for 
trout in an overcast sky anyways. 
I just kept reminding myself how 
nice it was to be out on the water. 
Any BS to keep my mind off the 
bite being slow. 
  We often like to sit “backwards” 
when trolling. The narrow hull 
of the mighty Tracker Tadpole 
is not necessarily conducive to 
trolling or anglers movement’s. 
That said we make it work. Two 
rods straight out the back and 
two pointing out the sides about 
midway off the gunnels. With the 
trolling motor positioned on the 
boats transom, it makes it difficult 
for the boats “captain” to steer 
and simultaneously watch his/her 
rods behind them. This is where 
the backwards sitting comes in. 



www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

Alice Warden landed a big large-
mouth at Burnsville Lake.

continue to the next page

The angler in the front of the boat 
sits with their back towards the 
bow of the boat, watching the rear 
anglers rods. The rear angler is 
then free to pilot the boat with-
out constantly checking over their 
shoulder. The rear angler keeps an 
eye on their partners rods/facial 
expressions and vice versa. You 
can normally see a look of sur-
prise on your partners face before 
hearing your rod bounce. 
  By mid-morning we start getting 
antsy. My girlfriend managed to 
land a nice 15” stocked Brookie 
on a gold Super Duper but other 
than that we were void of success. 
A thick blanket of clouds kept the 
sun from shining. It was time for 
a switch-up. My trusted in-line 
spinners were certainly thumping 
but offered little in terms of flash. 
Same goes for the spoons. I often 
opt for gold blades in overcast 
conditions as I feel they offer a 
little more visibility as compared 
to silver in lowlight. On this day it 
made no difference. I felt the one 
fish we had caught slipped in on 
a 5 minute window of sunshine 
through a missed stitch in the 

cloud blanket. We either need to 
try something different or count 
our losses and hit the ramp. 
  This was as good of a time as any 

to try something new I felt. It cer-
tainly couldn’t hurt at this point. 
Rifling through my tackle bag I 
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ARCHERY
• Excaliber
  Striker
   • Bows
   • Crossbows
DEER FEED
• Corn
• Available By
  The Ton
• Custom Blends
      Available

FOOD PLOT
• Numerous
  Seeds 
LIVE BAIT
• Worms
• Minnows
• More
SUPPLIES
• Scents
• Trail Cams
• More

Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3

Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.

Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

GUNS
AMMO

DEER ATTRACTANTS
CORN - FEED

FISHING TACKLE

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.

continue to page 18

Josh Murray reeled in a huge 
walleye at the Belleville Dam.

dug out the Clown pattern husky 
jerk and tied it on. Setting it just 
below the surface of the water, I 
watched as it danced like a drunk-
en aunt at the family Christmas 
party. The small internal rattle 
clacked back and forth with every 
change of direction. 
  “Here goes nothing” I thought 
as I whipped it about 25 yards be-

hind the boat. Right where the last 
swirls from the trolling motor met 
back with still water. 
Not long after; my girlfriend 
made a guttural sound (sorry 
Tori). I whipped my head around 
and to my surprise the rod towing 
the Husky Jerk was erratically 
bouncing up and down. After a 
short fight, a nice 18” brown trout 

turned up boat-side. After a sol-
id net job from my co-angler, we 
boated the fish and continued on. 
Trout this size are relatively typi-
cal this time of year as the hatch-
eries prepare to introduce new 
brood stock to their program and 
make room by stocking the old 
ones for anglers to enjoy. 
  We made a mental note of the 
approximate location we thought 
the trout was located. About 40 
yards out from the bank just past 
the reach of any bank fisherman’s 
taunt lines. We made another 
pass and sure enough another big 
brown smashed the little jerk bait 
in what seemed to be the exact 



3222 BEVERLY PIKE

ELKINS, WV
304.637.0000

performancechevywv.com
WELCOME TO

TRUCK COUNTRY

UH634179 - $38,495 
2021 Dodge Durango GT Plus

UH286103- $57,995
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD LT

All vehicles subject to prior sale.  Sales CANNOT be used in conjunction with another.  Rebates and discounts subject to change due to the manufacturer.  
All pricing with approved credit on qualifying vehicles.  Tax, Tag and Title fees not included. New model pictures for illustration only.  

UH212806- $43,995
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST

H118077 - $33,945
2024 Chevrolet Equinox RS

• Areas Largest Selection Of Vehicles
 • Huge Inventory Of AWD Vehicles

H113946 - $67,315
2024 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD Custom

H208116 - $62,570
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Truck

H117527 - $59,020
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RT

H116046 - $47,635
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom

H271158 - $45,960
2023 Chevrolet Silverado Custom Truck

UH609266 - $30,995
2017 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT

UH183802 - $47,495
2022 Dodge Ram 2500 Tradesman

“Give Our Credit Department
A Chance.  Good Credit. Bad 

Credit Or No Credit.”
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UH027645 - $25,695
2021 Volkswagon 2.OT SE



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2023 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Troy Lee used cut bait for this big 
Kanawha River flathead catfish.

same spot. By the time we lined 
up for another pass we could see 
nearby bank fisherman shaking 
their heads in vexation. Another 
big brown tracked down my lure 
and paid the price. 
  At this point, the battery on the 
trolling motor was starting to run 
low. Instead of a speed setting of 
“2” the motor was cranked up to 

“5” to compensate for the dying 
battery. We figured one last lap 
would suffice for the day or we’d 
end up being wind blown down 
to the opposite end of the lake. A 
paddle I had no desire to make. 
  About half-way back to the hon-
ey hole my jerk bait rod folded 
over once again. So much so, I 
felt I had to be snagged on cover 

down below. No drag was peeling 
from the reel, but the rod subtly 
started to bounce. Lifting the rod 
high above my head and reeling 
down, I felt no give in either di-
rection. Then the rod bounced 
again. Head-shaking certainly. I 
told my girlfriend it may be a big 
one. Just then a long red figure ap-
peared just below the water’s sur-
face on the end of my line. A big 
“brooder” as my family has called 
them for many years. It fought 
like one too. No drag peeling just 
a dead weight shaking violent-
ly back and forth in an attempt 
to throw the lure it just inhaled. 
Kicking off the rear mounted 

continue to page 20



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • JH BAIT • BITE BACK
JONES • HUGHES RIVER • BOGGS

COBB’S • MYERS • LLUNGEN
RED OCTOBER • HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • AC Shiner • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Cabin Creek • Bio Bait • Bass Pro • Live Target • AAT

Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

 Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.

Williamstown, WV 26187   On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  AVORITE • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

13 FISHING - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

Aug/Sept 2023 ~ Page 20

Holly Aguilar reeled in a huge 
Sutton Lake bluegill.  

trolling motor and trimming it up, 
I attempted to take any undesired 
variables out of the equation. My 
line stayed tight and we slowly 
started drifting back towards the 
behemoth. I felt it could throw 
the hooks at any minute and only 
frustration would fill its spot on 
my stringer. We inched closer and 
closer to the spiraling beast.  
  I could now see the clown pat-
tern husky jerk perched perpen-
dicular inside the big trouts gul-
let A few hooks from either side 

were skin hooked on both sides 
of the trouts mouth. Similar posi-
tioning to a mouth bit on a bridled 
riding horse. After one last head 
shake, I changed the rod angle 
and attempted to ski the big trout 
across the top of the water into 
the waiting mouth of our 20” net. 
This was risky as one of the still 
exposed treble hooks could easi-

ly catch on the slack netting and 
create enough leverage for the 
fish to bust off. Trust your girl-
friend, trust your wife, trust your 
husband, trust your dog, but don’t 
trust a trout. Just when everything 
feels like it’s going right it can go 
wrong. I watched in disbelief as 
the big red beast found its way 
into the belly of the rubber coat-
ed net, tail still sticking out the 
top. After a well warranted round 
of whooping, hollering, and high 
fives, the 23” Tiger Trout land-
ed in the bottom of the boat. My 
best to date. Replacing the 21.5” 
rainbow I had caught with my late 
grandfather Galen Beckley many 
years ago. The man who taught 
me everything I’ve ever needed 
to know. A bittersweet ending to 
a day we won’t forget. 

Ray Easterday reeled in a quality 
flathead catfish. 

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

• Reach Customers
~ Details On Page 3 ~
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: 

MATHEWS • HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

NEW BIGGER
STORE NEXT DOOR

Shane Dillon has both hands full 
of a huge flathead catfish. 

9 Summer Catfishing Tips
  Here are the 9 tips to get you 
started on the path to success for 
later summer catfishing. Whether 
you fish for blues, channels, or 
flatheads there are some good tips 
to up your game and start putting 
more fish on the end of your line. 
To get even more tips to help you 
catch catfish be sure to check out
Leverage The Heat For Channel 
Catfish
  Catching channels in the late 
summer usually offers some ex-
cellent action. You can catch a 
lot of fish in a short time period 
and catching larger channel cat-
fish is an option as well. The trick 
to consistency in the heat of the 
summer is to leverage the heat, 
the behavior of channel catfish in 

the heat of the summer.
  These fish will flock to areas 
with high oxygen levels and also 
“safe harbor” from the heat. Pay 
close attention to when and where 
you catch fish and put the patterns 
together when you are fishing in 
the heat.
  Finding cooler water, cover or 
even areas with higher oxygen 

concentration can make all of the 
difference when targeting sum-
mer channel catfish.

continue to the next page

www.wvasportsman.net
• FREE Online

• Back Issues From 
2006 To Present



Lots Of AR’S
PISTOLS

New & Used

Reloading
Much Ammo
Accessories 

OLD MONEY
BUY • SELL • TRADE

GOLD & SILVER
BUYER

MOUNTAIN TRADERS
GUN & PAWN

Specializing In Hunting & Collector Guns
539 US Hwy. 33 East
Weston, WV 26452

Bus: 304-269-2444
Cell: 304-476-8886

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.

Punch The Channel Catfish
  Fishing in the summer heat pro-
vides many opportunities and 
learning to leverage opportunities 
in any weather pattern or season 
is one of the main keys to being a 
great angler.
  Scent travels farther in warm 
than it does colder water. The 
scent of any bait is “amplified” 
and has a further reach. When us-
ing something for catfish bait with 
a powerful scent you simply have 
that much more “power” in draw-
ing in fish.
  This makes the late summer a 
great time for catching channel 
catfish with prepared baits or what 
many anglers call “stink bait”. 
Prepared baits work very well for 
catching numbers of channel cat-
fish in no time at all.
  My preference is “punch” style 
baits like CJ’s Catfish Punch Bait 
but there are other good options 
as well.
  Rigging up with a slip bobber 

rig or my preference, the Secret 
Catfish Rig and a #6 treble hook 
and finesse fishing summer chan-
nel catfish haunts provides some 
quick action to keep you busy in 
the heat of the summer.
Chum Them Up
  With the scent carrying further in 
warmer water this makes chum-
ming or baiting a hole for catfish 
very effective. It’s not a technique 
that usually brings in monster cat-
fish, but for fast action in the hot 
summer, it’s a great option.
  Use some soured wheat, milo, or 
range cubes and chum a few ar-
eas to fish, and one of them will 
usually produce. Experiment with 
cover, structure, and locations to 
learn what works best, and then 
rinse and repeat.

Johhny Richards reeled in a 5 lb., 
5 oz. largemouth bass at a tourna-
ment at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

 Baiting a hole or repeatedly 
throwing chum in an area for an 
extended period of time is a good 
option during this time as well. 
Baiting a hole for channel catfish 
will produce excellent fishing as 

long as you keep baiting.
  Fishing baited catfish holes 
during the end of the summer 
is a trick used by catfish guides 
throughout the south to help deal 
with the challenges of the sum-
mer.

continue to page 24
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PEANUT 
ADDICTION
304-265-9278

“The Addiction Is Real”

16% Protein

Whitetails Love It

The BEST New Deer
Attractant On The Market

DEALER
OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE

www.peanutaddiction.com

1102 West Main St.
GRAFTON, WV

Bass Sportsman
       2023

   

   $100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. FOR ALL

• 6 FISH LIMIT
• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS
INFO: 304-482-7217

wvasport@yahoo.com

Stonewall - Vandalia
September 24

ENTER
AT THE 
RAMP

PAY CASH AT THE RAMPHutch Delaney landed a 6 lb. 6 oz. largemouth bass at a tournament 
on Stonewall Jackson Lake.  His team won and he had the Big Bass.

FREE ONLINE            www.wvasportsman.net

Tim Wade caught a 5 lb., 12 oz. 
largemouth for 2nd big bass at a 
Stonewall Jackson event.  The big 
bass is pictured below.
  The last Bass Sportsman Enter 
At The Ramp tournament ad is on 
the bottom right on this page.
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BERRY’S CAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

New River Road
Hinton, WV

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890

(cell)

WiFI
Lounge

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199
www.berryscamp.com       berrycampinfo@aol.com

Fluid & Brooklyn Kayaks
CAN Outdoors

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass  Hinton, WV  304-309-3800

Danny Harper has 2 big Stone-
wall bass that helped him win 
an event with 18 lbs., 12 oz.  He 
fished with Ronnie Harper.

Aug/Sept 2023 ~ Page 24

Time The Flathead Catfish
  The late summer bite for flathead 
catfish can be very good. Like all 
fishing for flathead catfish, it can 
be slow at times as well with a 
lot of sitting and waiting. The re-
wards are great when you do hook 
one though and the fight more 
than pays off for the waiting.
  Fishing live bait with a variety of 
catfish rigs at night offers a break 
from the heat and some excellent 
flathead catfish action.
  Pay close attention to when you 
catch your flathead catfish and 
keep good records. Savvy flathead 
catfish anglers learn that there is 
usually a “peak” time each night 
that produces the best action.
  Once they key in on that peak 
time they narrow their fishing 

down to that timeframe. Just keep 
in mind that the fish will change 
and can even change from one 
area of a lake or river to another.
Get The Blues – Blue Catfish 
That Is
  Blue catfish action can be excel-
lent in some areas of the country 
in the summer months. The heat 
and warmer water temperatures 
have much less impact on blue 
catfish in rivers than they do in 
lakes and reservoirs.
  In lakes and reservoirs, the blue 
catfish will often move often and 
fast chasing schools of thread-
fin and gizzard shad. These shad 
schools are often moving quickly 
and water bodies that have striped 
bass, hybrid striped bass, and 
white bass populations can make 

this even more of a challenge.
  Anglers that target blue catfish 
often end up scratching their 
heads during the dog days of 
summer but the blue catfish can 
be caught with some patience in-
volved. Keep in mind with rising 
water temperatures, dropping wa-
ter levels, and fish that are often 
scattered you might have to really 
spend some time to locate good 
numbers of blues and when you 
do, they might move quickly.
  Targeting scattered fish can be 
a challenge, it’s not impossible to 
do but it certainly can be frustrat-
ing.
A common approach to targeting 
fish that are scattered or moving 
quickly is to drift fish.
  If you can locate active feeding 
fish that are in an area with a good 
concentration that staying in that 
area and fishing them will pay 
off in excellent numbers of blue 
cats. Using sonar from a boat is 
the quickest route to locating and 
catching blue catfish any time of 
the year, even in the summer. If 

continue to page 26
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS

Trent Mullenex caught a 7 lb. ti-
ger trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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continue to the next page

SURE
CATCH
FISH FARM

CATFISH 5 MILES NORTH OF

ELKINS, WV
OLD RT. 219

STALNAKER RD.

BAIT & TACKLE
304-636-1278

Sat. 1 p.m. Till 12 a.m.
Tournaments Sat. Eve

you are fishing from the shore or a 
boat without sonar then apply the 
basic fundamentals of locating 
and catching blue catfish and you 
will catch fish.
  Bait up with fresh-cut shad and 
you’ll almost always catch fish 
but don’t be afraid to mix in some 
live shad also during the late sum-
mer. Just make sure to avoid using 
frozen shad for bait you’ll almost 
always have more success fishing 
with fresh shad.
Drift Fish For Scattered Fish
  When targeting blue and chan-
nel catfish drift fishing can be an 
effective way of catching fish in 
the summer months (or any time). 
Whether you’re targeting blues or 
channels, finding scattered fish or 
concentrations of fish drift fishing 
can be a great approach. Drift fish-
ing is also a great way for you to 
locate and catch blues and chan-
nels if you are just getting started 
or are having trouble finding and 
catching fish.
  Drifting allows you to cover a 
lot of water and can increase your 
potential of locating and catching 
fish. When you key in on a specif-
ic area or depth that is producing 
then you can continue to focus on 

that depth and area while drifting 
or use your sonar to narrow down 
the target area and anchor up.
 Drifting for channel catfish at 
night can be very productive in 
the summer. This was our “go-
to” method of catching channel 
catfish in the summer when I was 
a kid and we did very well. Like 
anything else the more you prac-
tice, the more time you spend on 
the water, and the more you learn 
the more fish you will catch.
  Drift fishing for channel catfish 
also has a tendency to produce 
larger channel catfish than fish-
ing prepared bait or fishing over 
baited holes. Set up with your 
preferred catfish rigs like a slip 

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

• 33 Years In Business
• Low Rates

• Reach Customers
~ Details On Page 3 ~



Haas Sales
Go Anywhere, Do Anything

We Call Them Goats
• 8 Wheels Of 4WD Traction
• 450 Model 25HP - 32HP - 37HP

• Gas Or Diesel Engines

75 Highland Ridge Road
Off The Lower Salem Exit On I 77

     Marietta, Ohio
                45750

(740)374-3245
$1,500 Cash Deal Rebate In  August
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In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry

pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

• Grow A Healthier Herd
• Attract Deer

Made In

sinker rig or santee rig with a 5/0 
circle hook and some cut bait or 
preferred channel catfish bait and 
start fishing.
  When drifting for blues use a 5/0 
or 7/0 circle hook and a slip sink-
er rig or Santee rig. Bait up with 
fresh-caught shad or your pre-
ferred cut bait and it’s pretty hard 
to not catch fish.
  Remember when targeting blue 
catfish that fresh-caught bait is 
going to catch more fish than fro-
zen.

Scott Russ hooked 2 channel cat-
fish in Teter Creek.

Night Patterns and Success
  Night fishing for catfish in the 
late summer is a great option. Tar-
geting catfish at night not only 
allows you to target fish on the 
move and feeding in different ar-
eas but allows you to beat the heat 
and stay comfortable.
  Flathead fishing is usually great 
at night in the summer. The fish 
will be larger but you’ll generally 
catch fewer fish.

Blue catfish offer the opportunity 
to catch big fish and numbers of 
fish as well and usually faster ac-
tion.
  Channel catfish fishing at night 
can produce larger channel catfish 
and numbers of fish as well.
No Jug Fishing and No Trotlines
  If you live in a hot climate and 
water temperatures are warm and 
enjoy jug fishing or trotlines, put 

continue to page 29



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
304-269-7328
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PC OUTDOORS     304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

        Camping Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

Hoo Doo

Kayaks

PSE      Bear
Killer Instinct    Barnett

                 1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
             Crab Orchard, WV

2

SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN SHOP

Logan Moore, from Huntington, 
caught her first largemouth bass.

hem away until water tempera-
tures start to drop.
 When water temperatures get 
really warm the water loses oxy-
gen. Using juglines or trotlines in 
these situations causes the fish to 
die quickly on the lines in a low 
oxygen environment.
  It’s best to go ahead and put the 
set lines away until the water tem-
peratures drop.
Learn, Know and Find The Ther-
mocline
  The “thermocline 101version is 
that when water temperatures rise 
a layer of water forms at the bot-
tom of lakes and reservoirs that 
has little to no oxygen. Lakes and 
reservoirs will separate into three 
layers based on water temperature 
and the bottom layer are what I 
like to call the “dead zone”.
  The “dead zone” is an area that 
fish cannot remain in for extend-
ed periods of time because of a 
lack of oxygen. They can and will 
move in and out of this area but 
they can’t stay there.
  It’s possible to catch fish in these 

areas but generally not going to 
be the most productive technique 
to use or area to fish.
  Rule number one of fishing is 
to trust your sonar (when fishing 
from a boat). If you see fish in the 
“dead zone” then, by all means, 
try to fish it. If you are fishing 
from a boat with no sonar, don’t 
know how to read sonar, or fish-
ing from the shore then just stay 
in depths that are above the ther-

mocline, you’ll catch more fish.
 Use a topographic map that 
shows depths and contours like 
the Navionics Hotmaps for iP-
hone to easily find these areas and 
rule out areas to fish.
  Lakes and reservoirs will have a 
thermocline when water tempera-
tures heat up. Rivers or areas with 
moving water will not.

www.wvasportsman.net



and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing 
 Hunting
Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room 
- Playground

Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Trey Anderson landed a big large-
mouth at Cheat Lake.

continue to the next page
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WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com

IBO World Championship In WV
South Charleston, WV – Gov-
ernor Jim Justice and the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources are proud to announce 
that Cacapon Resort State Park 
has been selected as the venue 
for the upcoming International 
Bowhunting Organization (IBO) 
World Championships, scheduled 
August 9 to August 11, 2023. This 

exciting event will bring together 
archery enthusiasts from around 
the globe for an exhilarating com-
petition amidst the stunning natu-
ral beauty of West Virginia.
  The IBO World Championships 
is one of the most prestigious 
events in the archery commu-
nity, attracting top-tier athletes 
and avid archers from around 
the world. With its rich history, 
breathtaking landscapes, and ex-
ceptional facilities, Cacapon Re-
sort State Park has been selected 
as the perfect backdrop for this 
highly anticipated event.

"We are thrilled to welcome the 
IBO World Championships to 
Cacapon Resort State Park," 
said West Virginia Governor Jim 
Justice. "This event showcases 
the best archers from around the 
globe and allows us to highlight 
our state parks' natural wonders 
and recreational opportunities. 
We are confident that Cacapon 
Resort will provide an exception-
al experience for competitors and 
spectators alike."
  Over three action-packed days, 
archers will compete in various 



www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Yamaha
Honda

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
South Bay
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Cliff Warner - 81 - bagged a nice 
buck last year.

304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

 WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

GROVE MARINE

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

 divisions, testing their skills and 
accuracy pursuing the coveted 
title of IBO World Champion. 
Participants will navigate chal-
lenging courses designed to mim-
ic real-world hunting scenarios, 
showcasing their precision and 
prowess with a bow and arrow.
  Cacapon Resort State Park, 
nestled in the heart of the scenic 
Eastern Panhandle of West Vir-
ginia, boasts an array of amenities 
perfectly suited to host an event 
of this magnitude. The park offers 
a state-of-the-art archery range, 
beautiful lodge rooms and cozy 
cabins , well-maintained hiking 
and biking trails, and breathtaking 
views of the surrounding moun-
tains and valleys.
  "We are honored that Cacapon 
gets to be the venue for the IBO 
World Championships," said 
Brett McMillion, Director of the 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources. "Our park provides 
a stunning natural environment 
that will challenge and inspire the 
competitors while also offering a 
warm and welcoming atmosphere 
for spectators to enjoy."
  The IBO World Championships 
at Cacapon Resort State Park 

promise to be an unforgettable 
experience for all involved. Ar-
chery enthusiasts, outdoor enthu-
siasts, and sports fans alike are 
encouraged to attend and witness 
the pinnacle of archery skill and 
sportsmanship.
 For more information about the 
IBO World Championships at Ca-
capon Resort State Park, includ-
ing registration details and event 
schedules, please visit https://
nasptournaments.org/Tourna-
mentDetail.aspx?tid=9584. Join 
us in celebrating the beauty of 
West Virginia.



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
Over 55 Years

Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

HARD TO FIND AMMO
22LR - 22MAG

243 - 22/250 - 222

Coy Daniels had a 4 lb., 15 oz. 
smallmouth at Summersville.

Jeremy Rose landed a nice catfish 
at Burnsville Lake.

Aug/Sept 2023 ~ Page 32

continue to page 34

Spinnerbait Addiction
By Mark Menendez  It’s time I came clean. I have an 

addiction — to burning spinner-
baits.
  I sometimes use the technique 
when I should probably be do-
ing something else, but the bite is 
the absolute best in bass fishing, 
even better than a topwater bite, 
and I love doing it. The reason it 
is so exciting is because the bite 
is more like a collision of two 
speeding forces. The spinnerbait 
is moving at Mach 1, and the 
smallmouth are moving at Mach 
2. The resultant forces created jar 
your body and gear in such a way 
that you can’t help but fall in love 
with it.
  I used the technique recently 
at the Lake St. Clair Elite, and I 

caught nearly 18 pounds a day 
of Great Lakes smallmouth bass. 
Too bad my 35-8 wasn’t very 
good in the tournament, but I sure 
caught a lot of fish on a technique 
I love.
  I first learned about this technique 
in the late 80s from Rick Clunn 
as he destroyed the Bassmaster 
Tour with a spinnerbait, and it has 
served me well throughout my 
career. It’s such a great technique 
from early summer to late fall for 
smallmouth bass, and I’ve cashed 
a lot of checks over the years. So, 
I thought I’d share it with you.
  Our job as anglers is to trigger 
a response from a fish, and there 
are different kinds. When we are 
fishing a jig or a worm of some 
sort, we are trying to illicit a feed-
ing strike. With this technique, we 
are creating a response strike by 
speeding the lure past them and 
giving them very little time to 
think or consider the lure. It’s one 
technique that gives us more con-

trol over the fish’s response than 
most.
  I have built a system for fishing 
this technique that gives me the 
ultimate ability to deal with the 
retrieve, the strike and fighting 
the fish that do.
  It starts with the rod. I use a 
7-foot, 6-inch medium-heavy Da-



Paradise  RVs  Where Your
Journey Begins!

VIKING • APEX • ADRENALINE
CATALINA • SANDPIPER • SPIRIT 

LEPRECHAUN CLASS C MOTORHOMES
CHAPARRAL 5TH WH.  FLAGSTAFF

PONTOONS

BASS BOATS
JON BOATS

Weather Tech Products

Anti-Gravity Chairs

Sanitation Items

Bed Liners - Parts

TRAVEL TRAILERS

5TH WHEELS & MOTORHOMES

NEW & USED
RV’S

BOATS
Lots Of

RV Parts
Service

www.paradiservs.net
138 Colt Industrial Dr.

MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909
304-860-1948

Leprechaun Class C

MON - FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5
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LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE
BAITGAS

Gasoline
Diesel

Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball

We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132
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J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

continue to apge 36

vid Fritts Perfect Cranking rod 
from Lew’s, the split grip model 
with the Palmer handle. I match 
it with a Lew’s Hyperspeed reel 
with 9.5:1 gear ratio and 20-pound 
test Seaguar Invizx Fluorocarbon 
line. 
   For the lure selection, I go with 
a 3/8- to 3/4-ounce Strike King 
Burner spinnerbait with our ex-
clusive Razr Blades. The Razr 
Blades are key to this technique 
because the blades are narrow-
er and spin faster without creat-
ing the drag in the water to slow 
the bait down and make us work 

Rich Chapman broke the longnose gar length record - 53.62 inches.

State Record Gar
Ohio River



Brian Wheeler Owner
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Open 8am to 3pm M-F 
Sat. 8am to 1pm

Closed Wed & Sun

Wheeler’s Guns & Ammo    
160 5th St.   Elkins, WV    681-298-5070

HUGE 
Selection

Of Ammunition

IN 
STOCK 
NOW

NEW
.357 MAG
Revolvers

2 Different Grips



DEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.comDonnie Shanholtz caught one 
over 5 and another over 6 pounds.
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GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING

TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

Large Selection Of Fishing Tackle

harder to retrieve at high rates 
of speed. I will add that using a 
trailer hook is vital because of 
the slashing nature of the strikes. 
I always use a Gamakatsu Trail-
er Hook, but I rig the hook free 
swinging with a disk retainer so 
that the trailer hook can be effec-
tive at any angle.
  Lure weight and colors are im-
portant. I select the weight of my 
spinnerbait by the water depth I 
am fishing as well as the distance 
I need to cast. But it’s also import-
ant that the lure be heavy enough 
to not roll to the side when burn-
ing it at high rates of speed. 
  With colors, I choose bright col-
ors in stained water. Sometimes 
in clear water with smallmouth or 
if it is ultra clear, I go with trans-
lucent shades. The bright color I 
choose most is Cole Slaw with 
painted blades, and I use Blue 
Shad with nickel blades most fre-
quently.
   To begin the retrieve, I make long 
casts over points, bars, grassbeds 

continue to the next page



• FREE Unloading At Your Site
• Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV
• Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices

Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

D-Logs 6” x 6”, 6” x 8”, 8” x 8”
Log Siding 6”, 8”, 12”
Douglas Fir Beams

Dove Tail Log 6” x 12”
T/G 1” x 6”, 2” x 6” 

Cedar Posts & Railing

MILL DIRECT
PRICES!

The Bobcat

24’ x 16’

384 Square
Features A 24’ x 8’

Covered Porch

“Your Path To Affordable 
Log Home Living”

Building Materials
Available

Many NEW 
models to choose from.

Two Locations In WV
208 Display Drive

Jane Lew, WV 26378
304-884-6646

521 Hinkle Road
Fayetteville, WV 25840

304-517-9081

FREE Online Every 6 Weeks
www.wvasportsman.netDante Curtis, from Davisville. 

hooked a quality flathead catfish.
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or submerged timber and point 
the rod tip directly at the bait and 
reel it as fast as I can without the 
bait rolling or the blades breaking 
the surface. Fish will come from 
depths to strike the lure, so feel 
free to try it in water that’s deeper 
than you think it would be effec-
tive in. I’ve seen smallmouth that 
were suspended in 10 to 15 feet 
of water come to the surface to 
attack it. Give it a try if you find 
some suspended over deeper wa-
ter.

Hunter Rohr, from Buckhannon, 
reeled in a huge farm pond bass.
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Gar • Flathead • Tail • Sunfish • Pumpkinseed • Scales • Bobber

Muskellunge • Channel • Fry • Largemouth • Rock • Bluegill
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2022 & 2023.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Mark Goudy has experienced a 
BASSNADO at Stonewall Jackson.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

43 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

 Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning  Master 

Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

304-439-5329

www.wvasportsman.net
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CLIP OUT TO MAIL

Aug/Sept 2023 ~ Page 38



Lazy Dog
Campground & Resort

CATFISH PAYLAKE

2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE
CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640

(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
•70 Full Hook-up

   Campsites

Check Us Out
On Facebook At 

Lazy Dogs

Numerous Sites
Shelter House
Picnic Areas
Bathhouse

Laundry Facilities

Playground
Pay Lake / Fishing 

Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pool

Double Cornhole

BRING
THE 

FAMILY

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS  $17 + $3 BONUS FISH - 10 TO 6 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
   • 24 HOURS  $24  • 48 HOURS $42

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops  LIVE BAITBoth Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

“Where the big cats swim”

JOIN THE
FUN!

12769 Veto Road
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7

Marietta, OH 
45750

(740) 373-0686

CATFISH PARADISE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com

Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog   Fri/Sat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise    $15 + Ticket    Pays Top 4

Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimming
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12th ANNUAL ULTIMATE GIVEAWAY • NUTTER FORT FIRE 
DEPARTMENT • NATHAN GOFF ARMORY • OCTOBER 14, 2023

Each drawing will be held live on our Facebook 
Pages:

“Nutter Fort Volunteer Fire Department" and 
"Nutter Fire Ultimate Giveaway Page” ON THE 

DAY OF THE EVENT 

Please like and follow the page for all of the latest 
updates on the Ultimate Giveaway

4 NUMBERS per TICKET for $100
(4 individual numbers per ticket with 3 chances to win per number)

You Do Not Have To Be Present To Win
**Only One Person Admitted to the Event Per Ticket

TICKETS AVAILABLE @ THE NUTTER FORT FIRE DEPARTMENT
1415 Buckhannon Pike, Nutter Fort, WV  26301

 or Go Online www.nutterfortfire.com
**Prize availability is subject to constraints placed on manufacturing & supply. Please note, we will try

our best to match all prizes to the ticket list, but we may find ourselves in impossible situations where the only resolution is to 
substitute another prize of equal or greater value in the event the original prize cannot be acquired.

 

October 14, 2023
Nathan Goff Armory

Doors Open At 9am
Drawing Starts At Noon (12)

A complete list of prize winners 
will be posted at 

www.nutterfortfire.com on 
Monday, October 16, 2023

1 CanAm Defender DPSHD7
2 $500 CASH
3 Taurus 608
4 Stoeger Grand
5 $500 CASH
6 Impala Plus CT-5
7 Keltec P17
8 $500 CASH
9 Ruger SR 22
10 Glock 9mm choice of 19 17 26 
                   43 43x 48
11 $500 CASH
12 Heritage Rough Rider 22LR
13 Diamondback SideKick 
                   22LR/22mag
14 Polaris RZR Trail Sport
15 Ruger LCP Max 380
16 Cascade CVA 243
17 $1,000 CASH
18 Radical Firearms FP7
19 Glock 44

20 $1,000 CASH
21 S&W Shield 2.0
22 Keltec SUB2K 9mm
23 $1,000 CASH
24 Emperor Supra-S 12GA
25 Taurus G3C
26 Bushwhacker 12SK Teardrop Camper 
                        w/ Seastream Wave Camo 120 
                       Kayak
27 Sug 322 22LR
28 Ruger Wrangler
29 $1,000 CASH
30 Sarac Emperor
31 Heritage Rough Rider 22LR
32 $1,000 CASH
33 Ruger Takedown Charger
34 Savage 93R17
35 $1,000 CASH
36 Canik SFX Rival 9mm
37 Ruger American (choice of caliber)
38 $1,000 CASH

39 Springfield Hellcat Pro
40 Keltec PMR-30 22mag
41 2023 Harley-Davidson FLTRX 
                   Black Roadglide w/ GTS
42 $1,000 CASH
43 Glock 9mm choice of 19 17 26 
      43 43x 48
44 $2,500 CASH
45 Ruger AR556
46 $2,500 CASH
47 Diamondback DB9
48 $2,500 CASH
49 Savage 14
50 $5,000 CASH
51 Henry Big Boy 45LC
52 $5,000 CASH
53 Kimber Rapide Scorpius
54 $5,000 CASH

55 $30,000 CASH
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Superior

SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all! 
 SALES, SERVICE, 

PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com

2023 Toyota Tacoma
 2023 Toyota 4Runner

         T.R. Hathaway says: “ Try rubber worms & crankbaits for bass now”

Reel In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Reel In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

  2023 Toyota Tundra 

 Reserve Yours Today  Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives 
for this month by going online at

 www.superiortoyotawv.com 
or call our business at 304-424-5122.

2024’s
On The Way


